APRIL GRAHAM FRITZ
November 19, 1949 – September 12, 2017

April Fritz passed away at her home in Reno, Nevada on September 12, 2017
April Christine Graham was born in Rochester, Minnesota on November 19, 1948. She grew up
in Moline, Illinois and attended local schools there. In high school, she participated in debate,
the literary magazine, and the school orchestra. She was an accomplished cellist.
April graduated from Knox College in 1970 with honors in English literature. She was also
inducted into Phi Beta Kappa. At Knox, she met Bob Fritz. They were married in October of
1971. April spent 28 years as an Army spouse after Bob was recalled to active duty in 1976.
While living in Milwaukee in 1972, April was accepted for a position in the medical records
department at Columbia Hospital. She soon came to specialize in tumor registry and earned
certification as both a registered health information technician (RHIT) and as a certified tumor
registrar (CTR). She is a past president of the Wisconsin Cancer Registrars Association and
the National Tumor Registrars Association.
She eventually went to work for ELM Services where she traveled around the country training
customers on the company’s cancer data software system. In 1995, she accepted a position
with the Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results Program at the National Cancer Institute
where she focused on data management and training. She was also the lead author of the
International Classification of Disease for Oncology when the World Health Organization
published a new edition in 2000.

Upon retiring from the NCI, April founded her company, A.Fritz and Associates and began
offering training courses for registrars. April excelled in the classroom where she was able to
organize and convey complex information to hundreds of students over the years. She had a
wonderfully wry sense of humor. She published several books, including a two-volume desk
reference for tumor registrars, which is also being used as a textbook at a number of colleges in
their cancer information management programs.
April was a sought-after speaker for state and national tumor registry conferences. She also
participated in training events around the world, including Australia, Japan, Singapore, Nigeria,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the United Kingdom.
Cancer was more than a matter of classification and statistics to April. She was a 25-year
survivor of breast cancer and had been fighting pancreatic cancer for the last three and a half
years.
April enjoyed travel, ballet, classical music, reading, cooking for and entertaining friends, and
spending time with her rescued dogs. She also was on the Board of Directors of Golden

Retriever Rescue, Education and Training (GRREAT) in Maryland for many years and edited
their newsletter.
She is survived by her husband, Col. Robert G. Fritz and her sister, Robin Graham of East
Moline, Illinois.
In lieu of flowers, it is requested that memorial donations be made to the NCRA Education
Foundation. The family is working with NCRA to create a scholarship or educational program in
April’s name with the details being announced at the NCRA Annual Meeting in May.
Checks with “April Fritz Memorial” in the memo line may be sent to the NCRA Educational Fund,
1330 Braddock Place, Suite 520, Alexandria, VA 22314 or you may make an online donation in
April’s memory at https://tinyurl.com/April-Fritz-Memorial. Be sure to type April’s name in the “in
memory of” block.

__________________________________________________________________

Joint Statement by the
National Cancer Registrars Association and the
North American Association of Central Cancer Registries
in Memory of April Fritz, RHIT, CTR
April Fritz's name is interwoven throughout the story of cancer surveillance. We lost
April yesterday to cancer, the disease to which she devoted her life's work.
As an employee in both the public and private sectors and as a volunteer to many
nonprofits, April played a pivotal role advancing cancer surveillance and, in turn,
improving public health. Both NCRA and NAACCR benefited from April's devotion and
both organizations recognized her work and dedication with their highest honors.
Please join us in remembering April by keeping her family in your thoughts and
continuing your hard work along the path that April helped build. We will continue to
share information about formal remembrance events as they become known.
Betsy Kohler, MPH, CTR
Executive Director, NAACCR
Lori Swain, MS
Executive Director, NCRA

